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Tactile Collider

by Chris Edmonds (University of Liverpool)

tactile collider school society

Sensory exploration of LHC science for children with visual impairment

Tactile Collider is currently touring the UK, bringing the science of the Large Hadron 

Collider (LHC) and Higgs boson to visually impaired (VI) school children. Created by 

scientists from the Cockcroft Institute (Daresbury, UK), the event features a life size tactile 

particle accelerator model, immersive audio environments and 3D printed particle models, 

all with the aim of making exciting science accessible to this underrepresented audience.

From particles that are one hundred billion times smaller than a human hair’s width to 

galaxies consisting of hundreds of billions of stars, physicists are used to understanding 

things that are beyond the limits of human senses. Carefully designed experiments, such 
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